
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the CABINET held in the Council 

Chamber, Pathfinder House, St Mary's Street, Huntingdon PE29 3TN 
on Thursday, 21 July 2005. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillor D P Holley – Chairman. 
   
  Councillors I C Bates, Mrs J Chandler, 

N J Guyatt, A Hansard, Mrs P J Longford, 
Mrs D C Reynolds, T V Rogers and 
L M Simpson. 

 
38. MINUTES   
 
 The Minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on the 30th June 

2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

39. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 
 Councillor Bates declared a personal interest in Minute No 41 by 

virtue of his membership of Cambridgeshire County Council. 
 

40. BUDGET 2005/06 CAPPING   
 
 Consideration was given to a report by the Director of Commerce and 

Technology (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) which 
outlined the implications for the Council of the Government’s decision 
to cap the Council’s 2005/06 budget requirement.  
 
Having discussed the need to approve a revised budget requirement 
that was no higher than £15.16m, the resultant reduction in Council 
Tax levels and issues surrounding rebilling, the Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED 
 
  

(a) that Council at their meeting on 28th September 2005 
be invited to – 

 
(i) approve a revised budget requirement of 

£15.16m for 2005/06 and the use of an 
additional £387k of revenue reserves to 
achieve this; 

 
(ii) set revised Council Tax levels for 2005/06 

equating to £99.71 for Band D properties; and 
 
(b) that a supplementary revenue estimate of £60,000 to 

cover the estimated costs of rebilling be approved. 
 

41. CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH MINERALS AND 
WASTE PLAN: CONSULTATION ON ISSUES AND OPTIONS   

 
 By means of a report by the Head of Planning Services (a copy of 

which is appended in the Minute Book) the Cabinet were acquainted 



with the contents of a recent consultation paper issued by 
Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council on 
options for a new framework for minerals and waste planning to 2021. 
 
Having considered the implications of the proposals for 
Huntingdonshire and suggested responses to a series of questions 
about general policy issues which might be addressed in Core 
Strategy, the Cabinet emphasised that the new framework should 
refer to environmental issues impacting on the County and the 
importance of the Regional Environmental Strategy.  Whereupon, it 
was  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the contents of the Appendices to the report now 

submitted together with the sentiments expressed in 
paragraph 4 be approved as the basis of the District 
Council’s response to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Minerals and Waste Plan. 

 
42. HOUSING CONDITION REPORT   
 
 By way of a report by the Head of Environmental Health Services (a 

copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) the Cabinet were 
acquainted with the findings of a condition survey of the housing stock 
in Huntingdonshire in terms of the District Council’s enforcement and 
enabling responsibilities. 
 
In considering the information contained in the report, the Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the findings of the House Condition Survey 2005 be 

noted.  
 

43. WEST OF STUKELEY ROAD, HUNTINGDON -  URBAN DESIGN 
FRAMEWORK   

 
 Further to Minute No 04/173 the Cabinet considered a report (a copy 

of which is appended in the Minute Book) outlining the responses 
received to consultation on the Urban Design Framework for land to 
the west of Stukeley Road.  The report suggested amendments to the 
framework as a result of the consultation and these related principally 
to the requirement for a comprehensive approach to the development 
of the area.  
 
Having considered the responses received, the Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED 
 

(a) that the Urban Design Framework, as amended to 
reflect the content of the annex to the report now 
submitted, be approved as Interim Planning Guidance 
to the Huntingdonshire Local Plan; and 

 
(b) that the Head of Planning Services, after consultation 

with the Executive Member for Planning Strategy, be 



authorised to make any minor consequential 
amendments to the text and illustrations. 

 
44. MONITORING OF THE CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2004/05 AND 

2005/06   
 
 A report by the Head of Financial Services was submitted (a copy of 

which is appended in the Minute Book) detailing the outturn of capital 
expenditure during 2004/5 and the implications for 2005/6. 
 
Having noted those projects which had been delayed in 2004/05, it 
was 
 
RESOLVED 
 

(a) that the capital outturn 2004/05 be noted; 
 
(b) that the position with regard to individual schemes as 

set out in Annex A to the report now submitted be 
noted; and 

 
(c) that a supplementary estimate of £10,000 for the 

purchase of a new Ramsey and District Community 
Bus as outlined in paragraph 3.4 of the report now 
submitted be approved.  

 
45. SAWTRY LEISURE CENTRE - EXTENSION OF FACILITIES   
 
 By way of a report by the Leisure Centres Co-ordinator (a copy of 

which is appended in the Minute Book) the Cabinet considered a 
request for the release of funding from the Medium Term Plan and a 
supplementary capital estimate to fund an extension to facilities at 
Sawtry Leisure Centre. 
 
Members were advised that the figure quoted in paragraph 2.1 of the 
report as representing the level of deficit on capital expenditure 
should have read £59k instead of £54k. Having also been informed 
that the bid submission to Sport England for £206k, around 26% of 
the overall anticipated total cost of the scheme, had been successful, 
the Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED 
 

(a) that a transfer of £59,000 from the Leisure’s Capital 
Programme be approved to fund the scheme’s capital 
expenditure shortfall; 

 
(b) that a request for an additional supplementary capital 

estimate of £160,000 in respect of the acquisition of 
fitness equipment be approved; 

(c) that the reduction in net revenue costs for the scheme, 
as detailed in paragraph 2.3 of the report, be noted; 
and 

(d) that the release of £749,000 of capital funding for the 
extension of facilities at Sawtry Leisure Centre be 



approved.  
 

46. ST NEOTS, RIVERSIDE PARK - ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR   
 
 The Cabinet considered a joint report by the Heads of Environment 

and Transport and of Community Services (a copy of which is 
appended in the Minute Book) proposing the installation of a barrier 
system and improved lighting at the Riverside Car Park in St Neots to 
address anti-social behaviour in that area.  
 
Having considered the content of the report, the financial implications 
associated with the recommended course of action and the impact of 
the Environment Agency’s flood alleviation programme on the 
proposals, the Cabinet 
 
RESOLVED 
 

(a) that the contents of the report be noted and the works 
detailed in paragraph 5.1 at the Riverside Park, St 
Neots approved; and 

 
(b) that a supplementary estimate of £30,000 to fund the 

cost of the works to the Riverside Car Park be 
approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 


